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and Gadyatraya respectively. According to this tradition
Parasara resorts to Sn first {sn-prapatti) and then
approaches the Lord through her mediacy. Sri is called
the mistress of all the universe [Isana), the consort of
the Supreme Lord and ever associated with Him. The
author also suggests in this context the etymologies of
the word Sri as 'one who is resorted to by others'
(Snyate} and as 'one who abides in the highest abode'
(Srayate). This incidentally explains the term Snmat
forming part of the dvayamanira. Explaining the word
Narayana forming part of the same mantra , Parasara
calls him 'one who is the repository of all benevolent
qualities9 which make Him one who is fit to be resorted
to. According to the commentator Narayanamuni, these
qualities which draw a devotee are tweleve in number
such as Sausllya (capacity of uniting easily with the
layman),   Vatsalya   (parental  affection),   Karunya
(compassion) Audarya (generosity), Krtitva (the capacity
to fulfil any undertaking), Krtajnatva (gratefulness),
Svamitva (Lordship), Sulabhatva  (easy accessibility),
Sarvajnatva (Omniscience), Sarvasaktitva (Omnipotence),
Paripurnatva (perfect plenitude) and Paramaudaryatva
(remarkable magnanimity).4 Parasara declares that he
surrenders at the feet of Hari who is thus known as
the supreme benefactor to all humanity. This, in other
words, is the path of Saranagati as distinguished from
that of Bhakti.

Explaining the latter portion of the dvayamantra,
Parasara states that he aspires to render dasya (service
without any reservation or spatio-temporal condition) to
the Lord who is ever associated with Sri, she being a
means towards that end. He has thus brought out the
meaning of the word namah also, which is the last member
of the dvayamantra. As in the mulamantra, the word